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Sterlmg Machine Celebrates New Building

By Kevin Johnson

Editor

ENFIELD- A decade after becom-
ing owners of Sterling Machine,
brothers Greg and Tam Caravella
opened their new 33,000 square
foat facility last Thursday at 4
Peerless Way in front of a throng of
employees, local officials and U.S.
Congressman Rob Simmons,

The Caravellas said their cempa-
ny- which makes: aercspace prod-
ucts- had outgrown their previous

location, a 16,000 square foot facil- -

ity on Post Road which is now
available for lease or sale.

“The place got very crowded.
There was 0o elbow room, no mom
o work and exce| at what you do,”
said Tom.Caravella, who has been
with the company for |7 years.
“Our guys put their heart and soul-
into building this (new fzcility) into
the way it needed to be customized
in order for us to get our products
out faster and bedter, They love it-
from all the input we got- because
of the room to work now. It's not
cramped anymore.”

Throughout Thursday's ceremomy
the Caravellas often described thair
company- - which® includes 45
employees- as being a clese farmily.
Greg Caravella, who has been with
the compaay 23 years, pointed to
the. company’sS-new logo- which
was designed by an employee. fol-
lowing a contest- as an example of

a family atmosphere inside Sterling

Machine. And it's a family the
Caravellas wanted to keep logether-
wher it came time o~ fook for a
place to buld o

“We didn't want to lose anybody"
said-Tom Caravella. "“One of the

key things was. lo stay in the arez-
maybe across the river or a httle
south: or'_north- buf_,mymg :
Enfield made all the sense-in thc'
warld because we've had 50 much
history here

“They n:md: an cﬁ'on to be hére
and we made an effoct to keep them -
here,” z2dded Town Manager. Scott™.
Shanley, one of the guest s’ptakem
at the ceremony. “Fifty yurs
com:mtment to this com;tmlmty is |
very impressive. They. mulrl}uve

built-anywhere- and ms)- chcse :

Enfield™"".

The company -has been in Enﬁeld
since the-mid - 1950s.:and - the_
Caravellas' father became-a partoer *

m the early 1970s. The gew facility.-.
includes 30,000 square feet for -

—‘mmufachnma and “3,000: square

fect of‘oﬂice sgace fMast of‘
Sredmg Machine’s work is' with

A, ikl SR . i kel i s,

" helicopter parts for clients such as

Sikorsky. Rep. Simmons said be
fights for defense contracts that
help local aerospace giants such as
Sikorsky and Kaman which in turn
helps companies, such as Sterling
Machire. But the credit, said
Simmams, rests with businessmen
like the Caravellas.

"l'hehcttumlmcu:nmeaflt'

works.wnhauttheocmgemﬁ lead-
ership like: the Caravella brothers
and their vnlhnguass to mvest their-
time; resources and capital in- the .
compﬂny"sademmous. who pre-
sem:dthetmmmmlhaU S.Flag
that was ﬁown abqve the US
Capitol. .~ 7572

Located in 2 new mdmtna.l park
area. off Shaker’ Read; Sterling’s
neighbors. include Peerless Teols

and PT] Industries, which began
construction last month. It was just
sucmonﬁm .ago- on July 18- that
gmund. was broken for Sredmg s
facility. -

“We want to commend Ihe Tawn

of Enfield for putting this on the

fast track,” said Greg Caravella.
“We had a Christmas date we warit- ]
ed to start rumnngmaudstbap—
pened.” UL
The pew Facillry o't the on]y

e e f et ekt b e S

good news far Sterimg. Mar,bm

.go—-q L

. They recently became AS9 100 reg- -

istered; which is an aerospace qual—

“ity standard that® belongs to only

400 other companies ix the world.
The registration was administered

by STR of Enficld_

Although there are no expansion
plans currently on the table,
there is room for Sterling Machine
to grow if needed.

_ “We made preliminary plans on

the Iaycm so we could expand
17,000 more square feetif the need
ever came,” said Tom Caravella
“We're hoping that happens down
the road, but right now we're just
seitling into our new home.”




